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On the cover: Dennis Riddle earned the starting 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE job as Alabama's halfback as a sophomore in 
1995. He had plenty of competition in the spring, 


but he is still number one after the Crimson Tide 
completed spring football practice. See Page 16. 
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Spring Football Trainin 


Tide Should Be Improved In 1996 


by Kirk McNair 


The news was almost all 
good as Bama began 
building for this season 


football team in 1996 than the 8-3 

squad of 1995? Not only likely; almost 
certain Bama will be much better. When 
Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings put his 
most experienced returning squad onto the 
practice fields in early March, there weren't 
too many questions to be answered. When 
spring training ended April 12 with a full 
scrimmage matching first offense against 
first defense, there were no more than four 
concerns. 

In order of importance, the concerns are: 


I: it likely that Alabama will be a better 


uarterback-This is an unusual con- 
cern, because it doesn’t involve 
quality or quantity. In a press con- 
feren®@just prior to the end of spring train- 
ing, Stallings was asked when he wanted to 
know who his first team quarterback is, 
“Two weeks ago,” he said. “The time has 
come and gone.” Stallings didn’t hide his 
disappointment that neither of the two men 


who got most of the work in spring prac- 
tice, junior Freddie Kitchens and sopho- 
more Warren Foust, was able to firmly grab 
the number one spot on the depth chart. 

While the question of starting quarterback 
will have to wait until August to be re- 
solved, most schools would love to have the 
Alabama problem. Not only did Kitchens 
and Foust perform at a high level, so did 
sophomore John David Phillips and junior 
Lance Tucker. If there is a layman's concern 
about the spring plan, it is that Phillips did 
not get enough repetitions with the first 
unit, The answer a coach would give is that 
he doesn’t have enough experience, And the 
follow-up question would be, “How is he 
going to get it?” Almost anyone who was 
not familiar with the quarterbacks who 
watched them in warm-up drills would pick 
either Phillips or Foust as the quarterback. 
Stallings said “[Phillips’] throwing has got- 
ten a whole lot better, He can really run, 
and he has good size. I think he's an excel- 
lent prospect.” 

Tucker has his supporters, primarily be- 
cause every time he takes over at quarter- 
back the team moves down the field, usual- 
ly to the end zone, But Tucker has physical 
limitations and is not the type quarterback 
who could bring a team from behind late in 
a game. 

Kitchens was at something of a disadvan- 


1996 Bama Football Schedule 
Date Opponent Site 
August 31 Bowling Green Birmingham 
September 7 Southern Mississippi Birmingham 
September 14 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa 
September 21 Arkansas Little Rock 
October 5 Kentucky Tuscaloosa 
October 12 North Carolina State Raleigh 
October 19 Mississippi Tuscaloosa 
October 26 Tennessee Knoxville 
November 9 » LsU Baton Rouge 
November 16 Mississippi State Starkville 
November 23 Auburn Birmingham 

SEC Championship Game 
December 7 TBA Atlanta 
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tage in the spring as he worked with a less- 
than-100 per cent arm due to a shoulder in- 
jury he suffered late last season. However, 
Kitchens acknowledged that his primary 
problem might have been his weight, vati- 
ously estimated at from 232 (by Kitchens) 
to around 250 (by almost everyone else). 
The quarterback said he was expected to re- 
port in at 220 in August and that he would 
do so, Stallings did say that Kitchens had 
made improvement in reading defenses and 
in getting the ball to the right receivers. 

Stallings said that Foust had made the 
most improvement of the quarterbacks. He 
said, “He has a great ability to get out of 
trouble and run. When he's in the game, 
you might see a different attack than when 
Freddie is in, Warren's throwing has defi- 
nitely improved and his style has improved 
some.” 


efensive tackle-This is a quantity, 
D= a quality, concern. Senior Ozell 

Powell and junior Eric Kerley are 
proven commodities, guys who were in the 
trenches in crucial situations a year ago. 
The problem is a lack of depth, so much so 
that two men who are probably better suit- 
ed to defensive end, junior college transfer 
Michael Myers and senior Kelvin Moore, 
spent most of their time at tackle in the 
spring. Depth help could come from the 
signing class, particularly junior college 
transfer Heath Panks and high school All- 
America Jamie Carter. 


lacekicking-There were times in the 
Perse when long-kicking William 
Watts did well on field goals and 

there were times when Stallings was pleased 
with Ryan Pflugner, although Pflugner's 
range is limited. Late in the spring Brian 
Cunningham had his moments. But on the 
whole, Stallings is not satisfied that 
Alabama has a dependable field goal kicker. 
The lame joke making the rounds in 
Alabama fan circles was, “Good. Maybe that 
will make them go for touchdowns.” 
However, the field goal kicker could be 
even more important in 1996 because there 
are no more ties in college football. A new 
NCAA rule will put a tie-breaker system 
into effect beginning this season. If a game 
or overtime period ends in a tie, the proce- 
dure is for each team to get the ball on the 
25-yard line with four downs to make a first 
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No quarterback stepped to the front in spring training, something of a disappointment for Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings. However, the good news Is 


that all of the quarterbacks showed good skills, including sophomore John David Phillips (12) and junior Freddie Kitchens (9). 


down or score. Then the other team gets the 
same opportunity. 

Placekicking could also get a boost in 
August. In addition to the returning kickers 
having a summer to work on their tech- 
niques, at least one new face is expected, 
all-stater Jonah Dismukes from St. Paul's in 
Mobile. 


ullback-Stallings was very pleased 
Fe the improvement shown by re- 

turning starter Ed Scissum, whom 
Stallings said had an “excellent” spring. 
Tide coaches were also pleased with the im- 
provement of back-up Trevis Smith, a con- 
verted linebacker. However, performance 
behind Scissum needs to improve. Two po- 
tential fullbacks will arrive in the 1996 
freshmen class, Rob-E Staten and Dustin 
McClintock. The one who shows the most 
promise quickly will probably move into 
the playing rotation, with the other going to 
linebacker. 
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Ithough Stallings doesn’t consider it 
A: concern, most who follow 
Alabama would question the offen- 
sive line, Not because they have seen prob- 
lems in spring training, because very few 
saw spring workouts; and fewer, still, are 
capable of making judgment. The concern 
is based on history. Even though Alabama's 
offensive line performed at a reasonably 
high level late in the 1995 season, and even 
though most starters return to that front, an 
offense that has struggled throughout the 
six-year Stallings era has for the most part 
been hamstrung by a lack of blocking. 
Stallings believes the Alabama offensive 
line is going to be a good one. There is no 
question that the line has been helped by 
the infusion of new faces. At left tackle red- 
shirt freshman Chris Samuels (6-6, 295) 
had an exceptional spring, and finished 
drills in a neck-and-neck race with soph 
Sage Spree for number one. Samuels is the 
first Alabama tackle who has shown the 
ability to consistently block the Tide's 
super-quick defensive right end, Darrell 
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Blackburn. “We finally have an athlete to 
block an athlete,” is the way one Tide assis- 
tant coach described the performance of 
Samuels. Behind Spree and Samuels is last 
year’s starter, Joel Holliday, who had a slight 
leg injury that put him behind, but who 
must also lose down from well over 300 
pounds if he is going to get back in the 
playing picture in August. 

At left guard, Will Friend, who took over 
as the starter late last year, got very good 
competition from Brenon Meadows. 
Meadows worked at both center and guard 
early in spring practice, but ended up at left 
guard. Meadows played at Louisville for two 
years, came to Alabama last fall, and had to 
sit out a transfer year. He spent that time as 
a member of the scout team, but really 
showed his ability as a pass blocker this 
spring. 

Senior John Causey made an incredible 
comeback from knee surgery to start every 
game at center in 1995. Although Causey 
may not have reached the level he had as an 
excellent player in his sophomore year of 
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1904 and even though he didn’t have a great 
spring, he is a Southeastern Conference-cal- 
iber player at one of the most difficult posi- 
tions to fill. Additionally, Causey is one of 
the team’s hardest workers and should be 
even bigger, stronger and quicker when 
practice begins in August. Behind him, ju- 
nior walk-on Michael Ray is adequate. 

Senior right guard Laron White is a solid 
performer, but he's being pushed by one of 
the top offensive line prospects to come 
along in a while. Redshirt freshman Michael 
“Mookie” Moore is bigger (6-6, 290), 
stronger and quicker than White and it’s 
only a matter of time before he has the ex- 
perience to be exceptional. 

Senior right tackle Pete DiMario will be a 
National Football League prospect after this 
season. Behind him at the end of spring was 
another of the redshirt freshmen, 6-6, 300- 
pound Jason McDonald. McDonald isn’t as 
far along as Samuels or Moore, but the three 
of them make the 1995 recruiting class ap- 
pear very strong. 


ile those are legitimate con- 
cerns, none would be consid- 
ered a threat to an excellent sea- 


son (provided Stallings’ assessment of the 
offensive line is correct). It would be a far 
different matter if the concern was, “We 
don't have a quarterback,” or “We don’t 
have any defensive tackles.” 

On the other hand, Stallings was pleased 
with a number of areas in the spring. 

The most pleasant surprise almost cer- 
tainly came at the wide receiver positions. 
Most of the pre-spring attention focused on 
Alabama’ loss of three top wide receivers, 
flanker Toderick Malone and split ends 
Curtis Brown and Chad Key. Only senior 
Marcell West returned with any meaningful 
playing time. Additionally, Dabo Swinney 
had moved from graduate assistant coach to 
full-time assistant in charge of the receivers. 
At the end of the spring the consensus 
opinion is that Alabama will be improved at 
the wide receiver spots in '96. 

The three new faces who emerged were 
either little-known or unknown. Soph 
Michael Vaughn didn’t have a pass thrown 
to him last year as a down-the-line wide re- 
ceiver, although he did return a few punts. 
Sophomore split end Calvin Hall played in 
four games last year, but didn’t have a re- 
ception and missed the remainder of the 
season with a broken foot. Shamari 
Buchanan was redshirted as a freshman, had 
some injury problems, and then reported 
for spring work at over 220 pounds. 


An area of concern for most of the Stallings era has been the offensive line. It appears that Bama 
Assistant Coach Jimmy Fuller, who coaches the guards and centers, has more experience, more skill, 


and more depth to work with this year. 


However, all three showed in the spring that 
they can run, they can catch, and they can 
hold onto the football. At the end of spring 
work Vaughn was probably slightly ahead of 
West at flanker and Hall slightly ahead of 
Buchanan at split end. Walk-on junior Chad 
Goss remains in the picture. 

There are two areas on offense Stallings 
expected to be strong, and they are: running 
back and tight end. 

At halfback (as Alabama terms what al- 
most everyone else calls a tailback), Dennis 
Riddle, who was just short of being a thou- 
sand-yard rusher in his sophomore year, is 
the returning starter. But he won't be hand- 
ed the job, Sophomore Curtis Alexander 
had an excellent spring. Alexander has 
every skill that Riddle has, plus blinding 
speed. In almost every scrimmage, 
Alexander broke a long touchdown run 
against Alabama's first defense. 

‘And there's another Alexander pushing for 
playing time. Redshirt freshman Shaun 
Alexander doesn’t have the speed of Curtis, 
but he has great quickness and excellent vi- 
sion and is a very effective inside runner. 
Behind those three is a player Stallings has 
no hesitation about using, stocky sopho- 
more Montoya Madden (5-9, 210). Alabama 
radio broadcast color man Doug Layton 
noted, “Trying to tackle Madden is like try- 
ing to tackle a manhole cover.” 

If senior Brian Steger returns after being 
suspended for the spring, he will have an 
uphill fight for playing time at halfback. 
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It will be interesting to see if Alabama 
uses its tight ends, senior Patrick Hape and 
junior Rod Rutledge, as a receiver this year. 
In his stint as offensive coordinator under 
Bill Curry, Homer Smith made the tight end 
a major receiver. In his two years under 
Stallings, with the graduated Tony Johnson 
as well as Hape and Rutledge, Alabama did 
not throw effectively to the tight end. Smith 
has gone now, replaced as offensive coordi- 
nator by Woody McCorvey. In the spring, 
the tight ends made a number of catches, 
including some on deep routes, and were 
very effective. Rutledge, who is up to about 
265, is among the team's strongest players. 
If Bama needs a third tight end, sophomore 
walk-on Rhett Crutchfield, a converted 
guard, showed in the spring he can help. 

Overall, Stallings said, “Offensively, we've 
improved. The offensive linemen as a whole 
are a little bit better than they were last 
year, the backs have definitely improved, 
the wide receivers have done an excellent 
job, and I don't think anybody will have 
two better tight ends than what we have in 
Hape and Rutledge, so we're making some 
progress in that area.” 


tallings said early in spring work, “I'm 
S not worried about the defense. We're 
going to be okay there.” Nothing that 
happened throughout drills did anything 
but improve that prognosis. 
Alabama will have a slightly different style 
of offense in 1996. With Bill Oliver having 
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Cedric Samuel, the returning starter at free safety for Alabama, missed much of spring work with an ankle injury. However, when he was healthy, Samuel 


saw duty at cornerback as well as safety. 


left his job as Alabama's defensive coordina- 
tor for a similar position at Auburn, 
Stallings said, “Defensively, it looks like 
we're going to be a little more aggressive. 
The style of attack will be a little bit differ- 
ent, but I can see us being a pretty good de- 
fensive football team.” 

Defensive Line Coach Mike Dubose is 
now the defensive coordinator, and he can 
see up close the reasons for having an at- 
tacking defense rather than a finesse de- 
fense, While depth at tackle may be a bit of 
a problem, the skill across the front is excel- 
lent. 

At end, Bama returns all-star candidate 
starters in senior Darrell Blackburn on the 
right side and sophomore Chris Hood at left 
end. Very few offensive linemen can block 
either one-on-one. While Myers and Moore 
spent most of the spring at tackle, if one or 
both moves to an end spot depth there is 
excellent. Two impressive back-up ends in 
the spring were walk-on senior Anthony 
Dowdell on the left side and redshirt fresh- 
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man Clint Waggoner at right. Waggoner 
missed the last few days with a broken 
kneecap suffered in ari automobile accident, 
but surgery was not required and he should 
return full speed in the fall. Bama also ex- 
pects some help from incoming freshman 
Kenny Smith at defensive end. Redshirt 
freshman Reggie Grimes may help at either 
end or tackle, but the position is new to the 
former fullback, who grew out of the skill 
position when he put about 280 pounds on 
his 64 frame. 

Don't take it as absolute truth, but one 
National Football League scout suggested 
that Alabama's defensive line might be 
stronger with fewer players, that Bama play- 
ing in excess of eight defensive linemen the 
past few years may have kept some from 
being as dominating as they could be with 
more repetitions. 

While Stallings said no one would have 
two better tight ends than Alabama, it is al- 
most inconceivable that any team would 
have linebackers the quality of the Tide. 
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Two-year starter Ralph Staten was suspend- 
ed for the spring, but he worked hard on his 
own throughout the spring and is expected 
to return in the fall. Stallings said if Staten 
does return, “He won't start out on top (of 
the depth chart), but he won't start out on 
the bottom, either.” 

Staten will almost certainly return and it 
will not take him long to reclaim his start- 
ing job at strongside linebacker. Although 
senior Tyrell Buckner spent a lot of the 
spring at strongside, he'll move back to 
middle linebacker when Staten returns. 
However, Buckner won't move to number 
one. Senior Fernando Davis had an excel- 
lent spring at middle linebacker. Staten will 
be backed by senior John Tanks and sopho- 
more Paul Pickett, who returned to the 
practice field after missing last season with 
a back injury that required surgery. 

Weakside linebacker features one of the 
finest in Alabama history in junior Dwayne 
Rudd. Sophomore Steve Harris and senior 
Lamont Floyd would be good enough to 
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start most places, but they'll be behind 
Rudd this fall. 


Veteran Curley Hallman came on board as. 
assistant coach in charge of the secondary 
and he had a veteran group to work with. 
With all four starters and a handful of back- 
ups returning from 1995, it was no surprise 
that the secondary performed well in the 
spring. However, that doesn’t mean there 
weren't surprises. 

No one beat out two-year starter junior 
Deshea Townsend at right cornerback, but 
redshirt freshman Thomas Hill showed he 
can be very good at that position, which 
was a mild surprise. Sophomore Fernando 
Bryant is a future all-star at left cornerback, 
where a couple of senior walk-on back-ups, 
Tracy High and Marlon Reyes, did well. 

The big surprises came at the safety posi- 
tions. At strong safety, where senior Kevin 
Jackson had an all-star year in 1995, former 
starter Eric Turner returned to the team, 
Tumer had some personal marital problems 
last year and left the team after one day of 
practice. He has one year of eligibility re- 
maining and returned this year where he is 
probably no worse than even with junior 
Andre Short behind Jackson. 

At safety (“weak safety” in Alabama ter- 
minology), returning senior starter Cedric 
Samuel was hampered with an ankle injury 
for much of the spring and it gave sopho- 
more Kelvin Sigler, whose primary work 
last year was on special teams, a chance to 
shine. He moved to first team ahead of 
Samuel and soph Steve Stanley. 

Other than field goal kicking, about the 


only work on the kicking game in the 
spring was on punting, where senior re- 
turner Hayden Stockton performed very 
well, solidifying his position in his booting 


battle with sophomore Daniel Pope. 
Although there were a few injuries in the 

spring, they were very few and they were 

minor, which was another plus of the drills. 


Spring Awards 
or some reason, Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings elected a few years ago to end 
F the custom of the Crimson Tide coaching staff selecting players for special awards 
based on spring training performance. The practice was begun in the early 1970s by 
Paul Bryant, and it also honors Bama heroes from the past. 

Alabama traditionally had awarded the Dixie Howell Award to the most outstanding player 
in the A-Day Game, and a few years ago added the Dwight Stephenson Award for the most 
outstanding lineman in that game. This year Alabama did not have an A-Day Game, so those 
awards were not given. However, the A-Day awards are determined by a vote of the press, so 
those sports writers who regularly cover Alabama elected to treat Bama’s final scrimmage as 
the A-Day Game and select those winners. Thus, the 1996 Dixie Howell Award winner is 
quarterback Freddie Kitchens. Kitchens completed six of 14 passes for 204 yards with two 
touchdowns (both to Michael Vaughn) and one interception. And the 1996 winner of the 
Dwight Stephenson Most Outstanding Lineman Award is defensive end Chris Hood, whom 
Stallings noted “is always in a bad humor,” which is a good attribute for a football player. 

Additionally, two reporters covered every Alabama practice in the spring, and so Kirk 
MeNair of BAMA and Tommy Deas of The Tuscaloosa News were self-appointed to select the 
other traditional spring award winners. In most cases there was a consensus. Where there 
was not, Stallings unknowingly broke the tie because he had mentioned the most improved 
players (in his opinion) in a press conference late in the spring. 

Here are the 1996 Alabama Spring Training Award Winners: 

Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter Award-Dwayne Rudd 

Jerry Duncan I Like To Practice Award—John Causey 

Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back Award—Kelvin Sigler 

Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman Award—Chris Hood 

Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman Award-Chris Samuels 

Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver Award-Shamari Buchanan 

Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back Award—Curtis Alexander 


Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker Award—Fernando Davis 
Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman Award-Chris Samuels 
Coach “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-On Award~Michael Ray 

Sylvester Croom Commitment To Excellence Award—Eric Turner 


Football Depth Chart After Spring Training 


Alabama does not issue an official depth chart, However, here is a guess at how the Crimson Tide football depth chart shapes up after spring training. 
Everyone who participated in the spring is not listed. Also not listed are the two players who were suspended, strongside linebacker Ralph Staten, 
who almost certainly will return in August, and halfback Brian Steger, who is considered less likely to return. 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Split End—Calvin Hall, Shamari Buchanan, Chad Goss Left End-Chris Hood, Anthony Dowdell, Reggie Grimes 
Left Tackle-Sage Spree, Chris Samuels, Joel Holliday Left Tackle-Ozell Powell, Michael Myers, Matt Harrison, Chris Warren 
Left Guard—Brenon Meadows, Will Friend, Jeremy Pennington Right Tackle-Fric Kerley, Kelvin Moore, Shawn Alexander 
Center—John Causey, Michael Ray Right End—Darrell Blackburn, Clint Waggoner, Edgar Walker 
Right Guard—Laron White, Michael Moore, Josh Swords, Chris Sign Strong Linebacker-john Tanks, Paul Pickett, Eddie Hunter 
Right Tackle-Pete DiMario, Jason McDonald, Chris Jordan Middle Linebacker-Fernando Davis, Tyrell Buckner, Chris Edwards 
Tight End-Patrick Hape, Rod Rutledge, Rhett Crutchfield ‘Weak Linebacker-Dwayne Rudd, Steve Harts, Lamont Floyd 
Quarterback-Freddie Kitchens, Warren Foust, John David Phillips, Right Comerback—Deshea Townsend, Thomas Hill, Owen Winston 


Lance Tucker Left Cornerback—Fernando Bryant, Tracy High, Marlon Reyes 
Tailback—Dennis Riddle , Curtis Alexander, Shaun Alexander, Strong Safety—Kevin Jackson, Eric Turner, Andre Short 
Montoya Madden Safety—Kelvin Sigler, Cedric Samuel, Steve Stanley 


Fullback—Ed Scissum, Trevis Smith 
Flanker-Michael Vaughn, Marcell West, Michael Feagin 


SPECIALISTS 


Punter-Hayden Stockton, Daniel Pope 


Placekicker—William Watts, Brian Cunningham, Ryan Pflugner, Tom Coyelli, Daniel Elder 
Snapper—Chester Lewis (punts), Jackson Cook (placement) 
| aan 


Holder—Lance Tucker 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EM eco MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 
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He Can Be As Good As He Wants 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Soph faces stiff competition, but he emerged from spring as number one left tackle 


H: great, great grandfather played 
football for Alabama in the late 
1800s, and now, a century later, 
Sage Spree is penciled in to start the season 
at left offensive tackle for the Crimson Tide. 
Spree hasn’t won the job yet, but he 
was on top of the depth chart at the end 
of spring practice. In the fall, he'll still 
have to fight off the spirited challenges 
of redshirt freshman Chris Samuels and 
last year’s starter, junior Joel Holliday. 


A broken hand that sidelined him for 
the first two games caused Spree to get 
off to a slow start in 1995. However, 
playing with a cast the rest of the way he 
got in for more than 50 snaps against 
Tennessee and thereafter saw consider- 
able playing time. So much so that he 
has now moved past Holliday, with 
Samuels the likely back-up when pre- 
season practice begins in August. 

“Sage steadily improved every day this 


spring, but he hasn't won the job yet,” 
said Danny Pearman, Alabama's offensive 
tackles coach. “He's being pushed quite a 
bit by Chris Samuels. Chris had a good 
spring too. Sage is going to have to work 
hard to keep Chris from getting it. 
“That's the best thing we've got, good 
competition at both tackle positions.” 
While Spree fights off Samuels and 
Holliday, Jason McDonald and Chris 
Jordan are battling incumbent Pete 


Sage Spree, a 6-5, 283-pound sophomore, moved into first place on the depth chart at left offensive tackle in the spring, Spree will work on improving his 


strength in the summer. Many believe he has all-star potential. 


Bea 
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DiMario for first-string right tackle. 

Because most quarterbacks are right- 
handed, in passing situations the prima- 
ty job of the left tackle is to keep oppo- 
nents from nailing the quarterback from 
the blind side. 

“That's the biggest difference between 
the left and right offensive tackles,” ex- 
plained Pearman. “The left tackle is gen- 
erally a better pass protector, while the 
right tackle is generally a better run 
blocker. But in our (run-oriented) 
scheme, the tackles have to be accom- 
plished at both.” 

Pearman said Spree is adequate at both 
pass and run blocking, “but he’s got a 
long way to go in terms of being a domi- 
nating player in our league.” 

However, Pearman added that Spree, 
only a redshirt sophomore, has the po- 
tential to one day become that type of 
player. “He's got three years left. He's got 
a good attitude, He does everything that 
we ask him to. With a lot of hard work, 
hopefully he can be.” 


o become a dominating player, 
“Tie Pearman said that Spree 

needs to spend more time in the 
weight room to develop his upper body 
strength. 

“His lower body strength is more than 
adequate,” Pearman said. “His biggest 
weakness is his upper body strength. But 
he's working at it. It's just going to take 
time.” 

However, the 6-5, 283-pound Spree, 
who bench presses 390 pounds and 
squats 540 pounds, questions the per- 
ception that he’ deficient in upper body 
strength. 

“I know that’s what Coach Pearman 
thinks,” Spree said. “But when it comes 
down to weights, I do my share. When it 
comes down to the bench press, there 
are only about three guys (on the team) 
stronger than I am. I’m one of probably 
six guys in the 1200 Club (total weight 
in pounds lifted in the bench press, 
squat and power clean).” 

Spree thinks that improving his pass 
blocking technique will show that he has 
sufficient upper body strength. 

“I need to get my hands on the defen- 
sive player a little bit quicker on pass 
protection and push, or what we call 
‘punch,’ more,” he said. 
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Until he improves his “punch,” Spree 
says quick feet enable him to fend off 
charging defensive players who are try- 
ing to get past him to the quarterback. 
“With 95 percent‘of the quarterbacks 
being right-handed, most of the time the 
opponents best pass rusher is the right 
defensive end, which means he'll be 
head-up with the left offensive tackle. 

“The right defensive end is usually a 
little bit lighter and very quick. 
Defensive ends are better overall athletes 
than tackles-that's just a given-so you've 
got to use every advantage possible to 
offset that, like the snap count, having 
quick feet and using your hands.” 


pree, a high school All-America se- 
S lection by most recruiting publica- 

tions, including SuperPrep, was se- 
lected one of the top 10 offensive line- 
men in the nation by Football News. He 
chose Bama over Auburn, Notre Dame, 
Nebraska, Tennessee and Stanford. 

“I came in with a pretty good class and 
we all want to win the national champi- 
onship. That's why I think we came here, 
because we thought we had a pretty good 
chance to do that,” Spree said. “I'm like 
anybody else who plays here. 1 want to 
do the best that I can to help the team.” 

A starting center on the basketball 
team and a state champion in the shot 
put and discus while at Warrior 
Academy, Spree is majoring in public re- 
lations at The Capstone. He says he 
would like a crack at pro football. “If 1 
get the chance it'll be nice, but if I don't 


1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


ie * 


the Locker Room 


Call toll free 1-800-749-0992 


it won't be the end of the world.” he said. 

Spree said he'll probably end up taking 
over his father’s catfish farm. “When I 
was younger I hated it,” he said about 
helping work the 450 acres of ponds, 
some of which contain as many as 
100,000 catfish. “Then in high school 1 
could tolerate it. Now after playing foot- 
ball here, I realize that although the cat- 
fish business is a lot of hard work and re- 
quires long hours, it wasn't that bad. 
Football has helped me appreciate 
things.” 

Spree said he plans to help his father 
on the farm this summer, but not before 
two hours of lifting weights and running. 
With an excellent chance to start this 
season, Spree said he's motivated to work 
even harder on the weights. 

Spree came to Alabama labeled as a 
sure thing future all-conference player 
and perhaps an All-America. Pearman 
said, “Sage can be a very good lineman 
for us. He could definitely be both of 
those if he works hard. It will be up to 
him.” 

Moreover maybe the Crimson Tide 
won't have to wait another century for 
another member of the Spree family. 
Sage’s younger brother, Kee, 6-4 and 235, 
is a sophomore lineman for Sumter 
Academy in Livingston. 

“He's got the size,” Sage said. “I think 
he can be Division I material.” 

Spree is the son of Thed and Judy 
Spree. His father played football for 
Livingston University, now the 
University of West Alabama. 
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Anthony Dowdell: 


Walk-On Works To Make Contribution 


by Vincent Moore 


A linebacker in high 
school, he has moved 
into playing role at end 


here are some things in life one has 
T= control over, starting with the first 
thing, being born. Alabama defensive 
end Anthony Dowdell didn’t have any 
choice that his parents are from Auburn and 
that's where he was born. “I still have a lot 
of relatives there,” he said. 
Dowdell went to high school at Shaw in 
Columbus, Georgia. That's still Auburn ter- 


ritory. But with no major college scholar- 
ships awaiting him, Dowdell did have a 
choice in where he wanted to make an at- 
tempt to play college football as a walk-on. 

“I wanted to get away from home, so I de- 
cided to come to Alabama and try out,” he 
said. 

Dowdell was a good high school football 
player for Coach David Taylor at Shaw, but 
he wasn’t a great player. He was an honor- 
able mention choice for All-Bi-City 
(Columbus and Phenix City) as an inside 
and outside linebacker. He was even better 
in the classroom, the President's Scholar- 
Athlete Award winner, At Alabama he is ma- 
joring in physical therapy. 

Most of those who walk on at Alabama do 
so for one or both of two reasons: a lifelong 
love of Crimson Tide football and/or a belief 
that he can make the team. At Alabama (and 
most other major schools) the majority of 
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non-scholarshipped players who earn play- 
ing time are at the skill positions, notably 
kickers, wide receivers and defensive backs. 
Most walk-ons get little or no playing time 
in games, but are grist for the mill in prac- 
tices through the spring and fall. Some earn 
playing time on the special teams. 

It is rare that a school attracts a walk-on 
lineman without a scholarship because the 
big men are in big demand. 

When Anthony Dowdell arrived on the 
Alabama campus in the fall of 1992, Mike 
Dubose, the Bama defensive line coach, took 
notice. “It is impressive that he is a walk-on 
with the speed he has,” Dubose said. “It sur- 
prised me that someone didn’t sign him, 
given the talent he displays. He has the abili- 
ty to play on Saturdays. He's athletic, he has 
speed, and he has a good work ethic. He 
works very hard.” 

Dowdell didn't begin his Alabama career as 
a defensive end. “I started out playing 
linebacker, but I really liked the line more,” 
he said. “When we changed from the 3-4 to 
the 4-3, I moved to defensive end.” 

Being a football player at the Alabama 
level is very difficult mentally and physical- 
ly, Its even more challenging for the walk- 
on. As he approaches his fifth and final sea~ 
son with the Crimson Tide, Dowdell ac- 
knowledged, “It was real tough.” 

Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings has 
frequently commented on the importance of 
non-scholarshipped players to the Crimson 
Tide. And Dowdell has said, “I want to make 
a significant contribution to this football 
team.” 


Ithough he doesn’t have glittering 
As" after having played behind 

the likes of Kendrick Burton and 
Chris Hood the past two years, Dowdell has 
contributed. Dowdell, 6-1, 250, has already 
earned two letters at Alabama. As a sopho- 
more in 1994 he played in four games on 
the defensive line and also saw duty on spe- 
cial teams. 

Last year Dowdell played in every game, 
either at defensive end or on special teams. 
He registered five tackles, caused a fumble, 
had five quarterback pressures, and had one 
sack for a loss of three yards. 

“I wish I had gotten more playing time last 
year,” Dowdell said, “but I think I was being 
over-aggressive. | was trying to rely on my 
speed. My biggest thing is that I lost con- 
tainment. This year I want to go out and 
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give it my best shot. I want to know that I 
did my best. Starting is important, but it is 
not the most important thing. If it happens 
then it happens.” 

Even before he played, Dowdell was a con- 
tributor. Although he was redshirted as a 
true freshman in 1992, look at a photograph 
of the 1992 national championship team. 
Right in the middle is one of the most fa- 
mous numbers in Alabama football history, 
number 54. And it's being worn by Anthony 
Dowdell, who was a member of the scout 
team and made the trip to New Orleans 
where Bama completed a 13-0 season with a 
win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl. 

Dowdell said that one of his greatest expe- 
riences was being with that 1992 team. He 
said he learned a lot just by watching the 
play of All-America linemen John Copeland 
and Eric Curry, who went on to be number 
one draft choices. 

“It was the greatest thing in my life to be 
around a bunch of guys that eventually were 
first round picks,” Dowdell said. “It was ex- 
citing to come directly out of high school 
and win the National Championship. It was 
special because I had never won a champi- 
onship in high school.” 

Dowdell missed the 1993 season with a 
knee injury. 


he beginning of the 1994 season was 
] also the beginning of Dowdell’s ca- 
reer as a defensive lineman. That 
meant new approaches to his game. “I start- 
ed to work on my other skills like defending 
the run techniques,” he said. “As a lineback- 
er you can run past the offensive line, but as 
the defensive end you have to take them 
on,” Dowdell said. “I learned more aware- 
ness of what's going on around me as far as 
football, but it even carries off the field. 1 
pay attention to things that most other peo- 
ple wouldn't pay attention to.” 

Coach Dubose likes having a player like 
Dowdell on the team because of the versatil- 
ity he brings. 

“He helps us in certain situations,” 
Dubose said. “He is a third down type play- 
er. He has improved on his run defense. He 
still needs to improve on his pass rush, 
though.” Through most of the spring 
Dowdell was the number two man at left de- 
fensive end behind Chris Hood, but 
Dowdell is aware that either Michael Myers 
or Kelvin Moore, both of whom spent most 
of the spring at tackle, could move to end in 
the fall. 

In turn, Dowdell likes having a coach like 
Dubose to guide him to be the best that he 
can be. 
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Anthony Dowdell has showed perseverance, not justin being a wall-on football player and not just in 


hanging in there for five years, but also in playing at one of 


defensive line. 


“Coach Dubose gave me my chance to 
play,” Dowdell said. “He stresses technique 
and speed. He also stresses that you go all 
out when you walk onto the field. If you are 
doing the best that you can and you are pro- 
ducing during the game, that is who he 


f¢ toughest spots on the football field, the 
Barry Fikes Photo 


tends to play. He wants you to give a lot of 
effort and do your best.” 

That makes the two a good match. Dubose 
wants a player to give his best and Dowdell 
is determined to do that. And that can't help 
but be good for Alabama's defense. 
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Tide Soph 
Works Hard 
For Success 


by Kirk McNair 


After a slow start in 1995, 
Riddle became one 
of top runners in SEC 


ennis Riddle hasn't made Academic 
Ditties yet, but the upcoming 
ior running back is saying intelli- 
gent things. Last year Riddle started slowly, 
splitting time at halfback, but by the end of 
the year he was one of the top runners in 
the Southeastern Conference. The differ- 
ence, said Riddle, was “The offensive line re- 
ally came together and did a good job.” 
Smart backs know to praise the men up 
front who pave the way for the runs. 

“I'm used to doing a lot of running, and as 
the line came along, I did what | could,” 
Riddle said. 

This year Riddle is expected to be an even 
better back for three reasons: 1.) The offen- 
sive line is a veteran crew, one expected to 
be stronger than in 1995. 2.) The competi- 
tion is fierce with Curtis Alexander, Shaun 
Alexander and Montoya Madden all show- 
ing in the spring they are capable of being 
the Alabama halfback if Riddle falters. 3.) 
Riddle worked very hard and improved 
every aspect of his game in spring training, 
an indication he will not falter. 

Riddle, 6-0, 197, didn’t have far to go to 
join the Crimson Tide. But more important 
than that trip across town after an all-state 
career at Tuscaloosa Central in 1993 are the 
strides Riddle has made in the Bama back- 
field. Although he was little-used as one of 
several back-up halfbacks to Sherman 
Williams in his freshman year, Riddle took 
over as the number one man at the end of 
1995 spring training and started every game 
last season. Through much of last year, 
though, he split time with Brian Steger. 
When Steger was suspended for spring 


Dennis Riddle came on very strong in the last 
half of the 1995 football season and is the num- 
ber one halfback for Alabama going into 1996. 
Riddle gives credit to his offensive line for his 
improvement as a sophomore. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Dennis Riddle has proved to be not only a good running back, but also a very durable running back because he has good strength. Riddle started every game 


for Bama in 1995. 


training (and considered no better than a 
long shot to return in 1996), Riddle was the 
clear number one going into spring practice. 

“Last year I was fighting for a position,” 
Riddle said. “It was the first time I had ever 
been in that spot, because in my freshman 
year | knew that Sherman (Williams) was 
number one and I was just hoping for play- 
ing time. This year 1 felt like I knew what 
was going on and that I was the leader.” 

As a freshman in 1994, Riddle had 37 car- 
ties for 143 yards and two touchdowns (in- 
cluding scoring the first time he ever carried 
the football). As a sophomore he exceeded 
his entire freshman output in two different 
games. In a 10-3 win over LSU, Riddle car- 
ried 33 times for 174 yards and was named 
SEC Offensive Player of the Week. In a 14-9 
decision over Mississippi State, he had 38 
carries for 181 yards. For the year Riddle 
was the Tide's leading rusher with 236 car- 
ties for 969 yards, just missing joining seven 
other SEC runners in the 1,000-yard club. 
He scored eight rushing touchdowns. Riddle 
also had 23 pass receptions for 150 yards 
and one touchdown, 


running backs, believes that Riddle 


IE Williams, who coaches Alabama’s 
“wants to be a good player. He works in 
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that direction. It means something to him to 
be successful. Dennis recognizes that work- 
ing hard and playing hard brings rewards, 
and he does that.” 

Williams acknowledges that Alabama’s 
running game was not what he wanted it to 
be early last season, and knows that Riddle 
took much of the blame for the deficiency. 
“Everyone was on his case last year, but he 
‘was our most consistent halfback,” Williams 
said. “He worked hard, he made the blocks, 
he picked up the blitzes and he picked the 
hole. I don't think we did him or the offense 
justice last year. We'd call a play and then 
not go back to it. He couldn't get a rhythm 
and the blockers couldn't get a rhythm. As 
we went along we cut back to eight or nine 
plays and ran them and the. players could 
perform.” 

Riddle was probably helped by another 
change in the Alabama offense. Last year the 
Tide started the season with tight end 
Patrick Hape in the backfield, playing rover. 
Later the Tide went with Ed Scissum, a full- 
back, and Riddle said Scissum’s blocking 
was a bonus. 

Riddle also admitted early last fall, “I was 
running too much East and West. I had to 
start running North and South.” 

Both coach and player recognize the one 
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ingredient Riddle lacks to be a superstar. He 
is not a burner. “I'm not the fastest back,” 
Riddle said. “Curtis (Alexander) is faster.” 
Williams said if the four halfbacks—Curtis 
Alexander, Shaun Alexander, Montoya 
Madden and Riddle-had a race, “Dennis 
would be second or third.” As most athletes, 
Riddle probably exaggerates his 40-yard 
dash time, saying he “usually” runs “about a 
4.50 

Riddle describes himself as a combination 
of former Tide halfbacks Derrick Lassic and 
Sherman Williams. “I’m kind of a slasher 
and I'm kind of fast, but not real fast,” he 
said. “I'm comfortable with both the inside 
Tunning game and the outside running 
game.” 

“But speed isn’t everything,” Williams 
said. “His speed will always be a minus, but 
he catches, he runs, and he blocks. He's not 
a sprinter type, but all I ask is he carry out 
his assignments. The long runs will come.” 
Last year Riddle’s longest run was a 37- 
yarder against North Texas, but he also had 
29-yard runs against Mississippi State and 
Auburn. And he had six runs of 10 yards or 
more against LSU. 

Williams said, “Halfback is the featured 
back at Alabama. If you play halfback at 
Alabama, you've got to make plays.” 
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Williams appreciates Riddle’s dedication. 
“He's playing Saturdays, then he’s back full 
speed at practice on Mondays,” the coach 
said. “There are some guys who play well on 
Saturday and then think they've earned a 
day off. They'll have a bruise or a twist or a 
hangnail or something and want to miss 
Monday practice. But he's always back ready 
to go again the next week.” 

Williams said that Riddle just has to do 
some little things to get to the next level, 
that of a great back. “This summer he’s 
going to work at getting stronger, but you 
can't fault him for his strength now. He’ al- 
ways worked hard at being strong, which is 
one reason he's been so durable.” 

Both coach and player also know that 
competition will make Riddle better, and 
Riddle got competition from the two 
Alexanders and Madden this spring. “He 
knows he can't let up,” Williams said. The 
coach said he expected two or three of the 
halfbacks to get a lot of playing time this 
fall, which should benefit all of them. 

“Curtis, Shaun and Montoya are all good 
backs,” Riddle said. “I'm still competing, but 
it's different than last year. Last year I didn’t 
know who was number one. This year I do, 
and that's more comfortable. But | know the 
others are trying to get my job.” 

Riddle, who will stay in Tuscaloosa and 
work out this summer, said he would work 
on strength and quickness. “I need to hit the 
hole a little quicker,” he said. 


iddle has a goal for the offense in 
Re. “We're trying to get our offense 

‘0 be like our defense: dominant,” he 
said. “This spring | think the offense picked 
up where it left off last year because we have 
so many players back. This year we're going, 
to be trying to put touchdowns on the 
board, not just first downs and field goals. 
And if we do that, we'll have a good team, 
because our defense is going to be very 
good.” 

While the defense was impressive in 
spring training, the offense appeared to hold 
its own in most scrimmage work. “We went 
against the number one defense a lot this 
spring, and that made us both better,” 
Riddle said. “It's like a game situation in 
those practices. In fact, it may be a little 
tougher, because we don’t play too many 
teams that have a defense like ours. 
Working against our defense makes it a little 
easier on Saturdays.” 

Riddle said that one of his strengths is his 
ability to hold on to the football. “We put a 
lot of emphasis on not having turnovers,” he 
said. “A main thing for a running back is to 
not fumble, and I've always been good at 
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keeping the ball. 1 think that, and the fact 
that | was improving every week, is the rea- 
son Coach Williams stuck with me.” 

Riddle wouldn't be surprised to see his 
role in the offense expanded in 1996. “Last 
year we had big name seniors at the wide re- 
ceiver positions,” he said. “This year there 
may be more pressure on the running game 
while we work in the new receivers, and I'm 
a big part of the running game. | think a lot 
of what we do offensively this year will de- 
pend on how successful we are in running 
the football.” Still, he said, “It wouldn't sur- 
prise me to catch a lot of balls out of the 
backfield.” 

Riddle believes one reason the offense will 
be improved this year is that the team is 
stronger. “I felt the off-season program (be- 
tween the 1995 season and the start of 
spring training) was better this year,” he 
said. “We all want to bring the champi- 
onship back to Tuscaloosa. Everyone has 
been on the same page and working hard 
and striving for that championship.” 


iddle didn’t have much trouble choos- 
R= Alabama after a stellar career for 
Coach Buzz Busby at Tuscaloosa 


Alabama Wick 


Central. “I grew up watching Alabama and I 
had seen a lot of halfbacks go from Alabama 
to the NFL,” he said. “Il want to carry on 
that tradition.” 

Riddle was a two-time all-state selection, 
picking up 1,700 yards as a junior and 1,300 
yards (and 19 touchdowns) as a senior. He 
was named Super All-State by The 
Birmingham News. 

The junior doesn't lack for confidence, 
something he believes has come with game 
experience. “I have a lot more knowledge 
about the game now,” he said. “I recognize 
defenses better.” 

And Riddle said that an equipment addi- 
tion helps him play better, too. Last year 
Riddle added a shaded visor to his helmet. 
“It keeps the sun out of my eyes, but the 
main advantage is that I can look over the 
defense and the defenders can’t see my eyes 
to know where I'm looking,” 

Offensive tackle Pete DiMario was a high 
school teammate of Riddle. “Dennis is a 
competitor,” DiMario said. “Anything he 
does, he does hard. He's shown what kind of 
back he's going to be. He's smart. He’s tough. 
He never loafs at practice. He's the type of 
guy you want back there.” 
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Basketball Review: 


Tide Teams Over-Achievers 


by Kirk McNair and 
Donna Fromme 


Both men and women had 
more success than had 
been predicted for 1996 


a tendency to lose its glamour. 

Coaches and players spend a large 
amount of time in the air and in airports. 
Both the Alabama men's basketball team of 
Coach David Hobbs and the Alabama 
women’s basketball team of Coach Rick 
Moody were well-traveled in 1995-96. And 
their final trips of the year were cruel re- 
minders to each of what might have been. 

Both the Alabama men’s and women’s 
teams exceeded pre-season expectations last 
season. The Tide men were picked to finish 
fifth in the six-team Southeastern 
Conference Western Division. Alabama went 
on to tie for second, earn a berth in the 
National Invitation Tournament, and beat 
the odds of two road games in that tourna- 
ment to make it to the semifinals in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden. 

The Bama women, predicted to finish 
eighth in the SEC, had an extraordinary 
year, finishing ranked 10th in the nation, 
reaching the finals of the SEC Tournament 
(before falling to eventual national champi- 
on Tennessee, 64-60), and advancing to the 
Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tournament. 

For the Tide men, the “failure” was not 
making it into the NCAA Tournament. And 
when Bama’s squad landed at LaGuardia 
Airport in New York, Tide players were 
bombarded with pennants and billboards 
extolling the Final Four, the NCAA 
Championships to be held in the nearby 
Meadowlands. Additionally, the Tide’s 
Manhattan hotel was packed with officials 
and media on hand for the Final Four and 
college coaches in for the annual coaches 
convention that coincides with the national 
championship tournament. 

Meanwhile, the Alabama women's season 
ended on March 24 with a thrilling overtime 
loss to eventual Final Four entry Stanford in 
the NCAA West Regional. The next day's 
flight from Seattle, Washington, to 
Birmingham included a layover in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, site of the 1996 women’s 
Final Four. As Bama players and coaches 
walked through the terminal, they passed 
dozens of reminders of the grand event, pic- 
tures drawn by local school children which 
featured basketball and the Final Four 
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Tee for a college basketball team has 


Roy Rogers had a storybook senior season as the previously little-used center put his name in the 
NCAA, SEC and Alabama records for shot-blocking. Rogers earned first team All-SEC and is considered 


a top professional prospect. Barry Fikes Photo 
theme, banners welcoming fans and teams 
to the national championship tournament, 
souvenir tee shirts displayed in airport shop 
windows. 


season was in great part the story of 
rags-to-riches for two Crimson Tide 
seniors. Expectations were low for Bama be- 
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cause the Tide had lost 70 per cent of its 
scoring and rebounding from the previous 
season. Bama had been hit particularly hard 
by the decision of Antonio McDyess to turn 
professional after his sophomore year with 
the Tide. In virtually every pre-season poll 
Alabama was predicted to finish in fifth 
place in the six-team SEC Western Division. 

When it was all over, Alabama had man- 
aged a 19-13 record, including a 9-7 SEC 
record, tying for second place in the SEC 
West. 

But who could have counted on Roy 
Rogers going from a spot player in his first 
three seasons to All-SEC? Rogers, who had 
been mostly skin and bones when he arrived 
at Bama and who was plagued with bad 
knees, has steadily increased his size and 
strength to where he is now projected as a 
first round NBA pick. Rogers averaged play- 
ing over 36 minutes per game and put his 
name into the Alabama, SEC and NCAA 
record books with his shot-blocking mas- 
tery. Rogers finished the year with 156 
blocks, an Alabama record and just one 
short of Shaquille O'Neal’s SEC mark. He 
tied an NCAA record with 14 blocked shots 
against Georgia. Rogers also accomplished 
something never before achieved by an 
Alabama player in 83 years of basketball, the 
triple-double. Against Georgia on the road 


Rogers had 15 points, 12 rebounds and 14 
blocked shots. Later in the year he duplicat- 
ed the feat against LSU, picking up a career- 
high 27 points, 10 rebounds and 10 blocks. 
While the impact of Rogers was the 
biggest Alabama basketball story of 1996, 
the arrival of Marco Whitfield was also in- 
triguing. After arriving at Alabama from 
Central Florida Community College in 
1994-95, Whitfield played in only 14 of 
Alabama's 33 games and averaged only six 
minutes in those games in which he was 
part of the mop-up crew. His “highlights” in 
his junior season were a couple of nine- 
post games. It did not appear there would 
ea major change in Whitfield’s role this 
season. Through the first 16 games he was 
pretty much the Tide's number three point 
guard, behind Marvin Orange and freshman 
Brian Williams. But fate stepped in. Just 
prior to the January 31 Florida game, 
Orange was suspended for a violation of 
team rules. It would be the only one of 123 
games in his four-year career that Orange 
would miss. Meanwhile, Williams was hob- 
bled by fractures in his right foot and left 
toe. Whitfield, who had hit just three of his 
previous 21 field goal attempts prior to the 
Florida game, was given the starting nod. 
The response was phenomenal. Whitfield hit 
eight of 13 field goal attempts and scored a 
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career-high 20 points. He followed that up 
with 23 against Syracuse and 27 against 
Southern Miss, and started the rest of the 
season. 

Meanwhile, junior forward Eric 
Washington emerged as one of the top re- 
turning players in the SEC. Washington 
shattered the SEC record for three-point 
shots by making 113 of his 279 attempts, an 
excellent 40.5 per cent accuracy rate. And 
he made them at good times. His buzzer- 
beater was the winning margin for the Tide 
at Mississippi State a another one sent the 
semifinals contest against St. Joseph's into 
overtime. Washington was huge in New 
York as he scored 61 points in the two 
games in Madison Square Garden. 

The Alabama season was a roller coaster. 
Alabama was good enough to beat 
Mississippi State, Arkansas and Auburn on 
the road and to win two road games (against 
Illinois and South Carolina) in the NIT, but 
the Tide was also capable of losing to St. 
Peter's and Bucknell in a December tourna- 
ment, to Ole Miss, and to Tennessee in the 
SEC Tournament. The Tide also had to have 
a last-second shot to beat North Texas in an 
early season game. 

Rogers, Whitfield and Williams (who led 
the SEC in free throw shooting with an 80.2 
per cent effectiveness) were the most cele- 
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brated newcomers to the Alabama lineup in 
1996, but a handful of others had their mo- 
ments, Thalamus McGhee started 20 games 
for the Tide in his first season after transler- 
ring from junior college and was a helper on 
the boards, including a fantastic 16-rebound 
performance in Bama’s upset of Mississippi 
State in Starkville. Freshman guard Anton 
Reese came off the bench to score 19 second 
half points at Kentucky and also had 10 ina 
three-point win over LSU. 

In addition to being a relatively inexperi- 
enced and depth-poor team (Bama had only 
11 scholarshipped players, two under the 
limit), the Tide was also hit by the injury 
bug. Before the season started, center Wade 
Kaiser had foot surgery that kept him out 
for the year. McGhee strained a knee and 
missed three games. Back-up forward 
Damon Bacote missed games with a 
sprained ankle. Williams missed only one 
game with his fractures, but played at less 
than full speed most of the year. Washington 
didn't miss a game, but he had a catalogue of 
problems in 1996, including an infection 
that necessitated removal of a toenail, a sore 
back, knee injuries and an upper respiratory 
infection. Senior starting forward Anthony 
Brown broke his finger early in Bama’s win 
at Auburn, and missed the next game 
against LSU. In fact, in that LSU game the 
Tide had only nine players dressed, and two 
of them were walk-ons, 

Bama got a big boost throughout the sea- 
son from one of those walk-ons, Blake 
Thrasher. Thrasher was a defensive stopper 
and gatherer of loose balls and a surprising- 
ly effective rebounder. 

One newcomer, freshman forward M.C. 
Mazique, saw only limited action, but 
Rogers’ performance should be an inspira- 
tion to Mazique in the weight room this 
summer and next fall. Mazique, who was 
playing organized basketball for the first 
time in three years this season, will need to 
put some bulk on his 6-10 frame. He topped 
out in his freshman year at only 200 
pounds, 

At the team's annual awards banquet, Roy 
Rogers was given awards for rebounding 
and defense, walk-on Blake Thrasher the 
hustle award, and Washington the 
“Hayden Riley Scholarship Award” for aca- 
demic achievement. 


at its failure to advance to the Final 
Four in the NCAA Tournament didn't 
end with takeoff from Charlotte. The pilot 
welcomed Alabama's team aboard over the 
public address system, congratulated the 
Crimson Tide on its effort, and told the team 
and other passengers that he had never 
watched a more exciting game than Alabama 
vs, Stanford. While their fellow passengers 
erupted in cheers and applause, the players 
again suffered hollowness. 
“That was really hard,” said Alabama 
sophomore Brittney Ezell, who began her 
year as the team's lone returning starter. “We 
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Te Alabama women's disappointment 


Shalonda Enis 


Dominique Canty 


were so close to making it to Charlotte and 
the Final Four because Stanford was defi- 
nitely the team to beat in our regional to 
make it there. I can’t tell you how many peo- 
ple have come up to me-friends from home, 
total strangers-to tell me how much fun we 
were to watch, or how they were pulling for 
us and how they were wanting that last bas- 
ket to go in. It just kills me to think about it. 
We didn’t want to play Stanford close and 
make a good showing on television, We 
wanted to win.” 

Going beyond expectations was the 
Alabama theme, and the Tide responded 
with a 24-8 mark, including a 74 record for 
third place in SEC regular season play. 
While Alabama has been an outstandin, 
team for a number of years, there was goo 
reason to downplay hopes in 1995-96, Three 
starters from the 1995 NCAA Sweet 16 team 
graduated and a fourth, All-SEC center 
Yolanda Watkins, was lost for the year with 
a summer knee injury that required surgery. 
Only Ezell, a freshman starter in 1995, re- 
turned to the starting lineup. 

Moody had not been concerned about low 
pre-season expectations for his team. “I 
knew that pre-season vote was inaccurate,” 
said Moody of the selection of the Tide 
eighth at the SEC media days. “A lot of peo- 
ple there didn’t know Shalonda Enis or 
Dominique Canty and the impact they were 
capable of making right away. When we 
made it to the NCAA Sweet 16, who would 
have dreamed it, except for us.” 

Enis and Canty, it turned out, were the 
Tide's secret weapons. When Enis signed 
with Alabama last year, it was with the in- 
tention of making her a complimentary 
player to Watkins, the dominant center 
whose career averages are 16.4 points and 
9.2 rebounds a game. When Watkins went 
down, Enis suddenly became the go-to play- 
er inside, and go she did. In the early games, 
opponents didn’t expect it and she was al- 
lowed to go one-on-one inside. But as the 
season progressed, teams started double- 
and triple-teaming her. She finished the year 
with 23,9 points a game and a 9.5 rebounds 
a game average, numbers that found her 
leading the SEC games in scoring (SEC 
games only) and rebounding (all games). 


Her nine 30-plus points games, including 
outbursts against the Final Four (34 against 
Georgia, 33 against Tennessee and 30 
against Stanford), helped land the newcomer 
to Division | basketball on the elite list of 
lists, the Kodak All-America first team. 

Her heroics were helped by a fearless 
freshman, Canty, a high school All-America 
out of Chicago who went up against the 
Goliaths of college basketball with David's 
bravado. Against UConn, the defending na- 
tional champion, the freshman scored 18 
points and pulled down eight rebounds, She 
scored 23 against a eighth-ranked ranked 
Arkansas, 20 against ANburns In post-season 
play she really soared. Her 23 points and 11 
rebounds against Tennessee in the SEC 
Tournament’s championship game solidified 
her spot as the SEC Tournament’s MVP, only 
the second time in tournament history a 
member of the losing team was voted MVP 
and the first time a freshman won the honor, 
In her first NCAA Tournament game, Canty 
scored 31 points and had 10 rebounds 
(Appalachian State), and, she ended her first 
ye of college ball with 19 points and 9 re- 

ounds against Stanford, the nation’s num- 
ber three team. 

It was a year for everyone to step up, with 
no better examples than Ezell and sopho- 
more guard Leah Monteith, After a tentative 
first year of play in 1995, Monteith emerged 
in 1996 as Alabama's best defensive player. 
She did something no other player in the 
country could do-shut down Maine's Cindy 
Blodgett. Monteith held the legend (she's 
had two books written about her already) to 
but four points. Blodgett went on to lead the 
NCAA in scoring, averaging 27.8 points a 
game. And Ezell, at point guard, was key in 
leading Alabama's offense, tossing in 17 sec- 
ond half points against Auburn in the SEC 
Tournament, dishing out 13 assists against 
Lsu. 

But the real secret to Alabama's success 
was in its chemistry. 

“Our strengths were the intangibles,” said 
Moody. “This team is very close. They play 
well together, very unselfishly. They really 
care about each other and have a real in- 
tense desire to win. | think that’s what hurt 
more than anything when we lost to 
Stanford. If there ever was a group you 
wanted to win it all, this was the one. I 
hated for it to end because there was such a 
wonderful chemistry. They were a joy.” 

“Teams that have heart; you can't underes- 
timate them,” added Enis, who was MVP in 
four regular season tournaments and made 
the all-tournament teams at a fifth regular 
season event as well as the NCAA West 
Regional. “We have players here who have 
heart, love the game and want to win. I 
think we are a close team because all of us 
are new. We are in this together, so we might 
as well get along.” 

At the team's annual awards banquet, 
Sarah Smith received the “Dottie Kelso Most 
Inspirational” plaque for her leadership, 
while Leah Monteith received the “Shelly 
Pyles Hustle” award. 
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Spring Signees: 


New Additions Coming Slowly 


by Stephen Craig 


Men's basketball adds 
two junior college stars 
in spring signing period 


raditionally, things happen at a more 
I deliberate pace in the spring signing 
period. Those expecting a flurry of 
first day signings, as is the case when foot 
ball has its signing day on the first 
Wednesday in February, are disappointed. 
Many of the prospects for signing scholar- 
ships with major colleges in sports other 
than [all sports frequently do not begin to 
even make recruiting visits until the signing 
period has begun. Additionally, many of the 
top prospects sign in the early period for 
winter and spring sports. 

The spring signing period is under way. It 
started on April 10 and will conclude for 
sports other than baseball on May 10, 
Baseball gets a little longer because of the 
nature of the sport and because scholarships 
can be affected by the professional baseball 
draft. Any player in a sport other than base- 
ball who does not sign in the early period 
will have to wait until the beginning of 
school in the fall to sign a scholarship. 

Although at least some of Alabama's spring 
sports teams will add scholarshipped players 
later, for now everyone is on hold with the 
early signees. Actually, there may have been 
some signees in the spring period, but The 
University cannot announce signees until 
signed scholarships are received by the school. 

For now, the only announced spring 
signees are in men’s and women's basketball 
and in gymnastics. 


ost of the attention of the spring 
Mees period is on men's basket- 

ball. Alabama Head Coach David 
Hobbs signed three players in the early peri- 
od in November. However, Alabama was at 
two under the scholarship limit of 13 last 
season and had four seniors, meaning Hobbs 
can sign up to three new players in the 
spring period. (Actually, a team can sign as 
many as it wishes, then sort out which 13 
will be on scholarship later.) Also, Wade 
Kaiser, who has completed four years on 
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scholarship and already has one degree and 
work on an MBA, may elect not to return as 
a scholarshipped basketball player. An in- 
jury has prevented him from playing 
through most of his career. He could be kept 
on scholarship as either an injured player or 
as a graduate assistant coach, which would 
not count against the Tide's limit of 13 
scholarshipped players. 

Hobbs said that two areas were most im- 
portant for the late signing period. Bama ob- 
viously needs an inside scorer since the 
graduating Roy Rogers is the only inside 
man who provided meaningful points for 
the Tide in 1996. And because sophomore- 
to-be Brian Williams is the only point guard 
in the program, it was a priority to get a 
point guard, Bama went the junior college 
route and met both needs in the first week 
of the spring signing period. 

Donnie Johnson is a 6-7, 220-pound for- 
ward from Pearl River Community College 
in Poplarville, Mississippi. Johnson is from 
Selma. He averaged 24.2 points and 14.4 re- 
bounds for Pearl River in 1995-96. Rated the 


Next "BAMA In August 

The next issue of "Bama will be the 
August issue, which will be mailed in late 
July. 

This is the time of year when many 
change addresses. If you have an address 
change, please let us know so you do not 
miss the August issue. We cannot guaran- 
tee that we will be able to replace missed 
issues of BAMA when we have not been 
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es to RO. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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(205) 345-5074. 

A large percentage of subscribers also 
have their subscriptions expire following 
this May issue. You should receive a re- 
minder card, but you can check your sub- 
scription expiration date on the address 
label. (For instance, the second set of 
numbers above the name showing 960527 
would indicate the subscription expiring 
May 27, 1996.) You may renew with a 
check or money order by sending it to PO. 
Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 or you 
may renew with a VISA or MasterCard by 
FAX to (205) 345-1260 or by calling 1- 
800-713-2261. 


number seven junior college power forward 
in the nation by Bluechip Illustrated, he 
earned first team al-state and all-region 
honors. While playing for Selma High 
School, Johnson led the Saints to the Class 
6A tournament in 1994. Johnson also con- 
sidered Georgia. 

George Brown is another junior college 
players who will join the Tide next season, 
coming from College of Southern Idaho. 
Originally from the Bronx, New York, Brown 
is a 6-0 point guard who averaged 14 points 
and nine assists while leading Southern 
Idaho to a 25-7 record in 1996. Brown led 
the conference in assists and in three-point 
shooting as he hit 45 per cent from the three 
point line. His nine assists per game ranked 
him eighth nationally among junior college 
players, He was named honorable mention 
All-Scenic West Conference. Brown played 
high school basketball for Adlai E. 
Stevenson High School in the Bronx. Brown 
signed with West Virginia out of high school 
and also considered Houston, Washington 
and FSU this spring. 

There is one potential problem with the 
signing of Johnson. He was scheduled for a 
court date in late April in Selma, where he 
faced a felony charge. According to the 
charge, Johnson was working in a store in 
Selma last summer and some $5,000 in jew- 
elry was stolen. He and a co-worker were 
charged. 

"We knew all about it last summer," 
Hobbs said. “We've checked him out. We 
don't think he's a bad guy. It appears to us 
that it is a case of a guy being at the wrong 
place at the wrong time with the wrong peo- 
ple. He hasn't done anything before or since. 
All the people I've talked with assure me 
he's a decent guy, not a bad person.” 

Hobbs said the other party charged had re- 
ceived youthful offender status in the case, 
which means the court records are sealed. 
“All indications are that Donnie will get 
youthful offender status, too.” 

Hobbs said, “We're convinced he’s a good 
guy. I don't want any bad people in my pro- 
gram. The other players don't want any bad 
people. I feel relatively confident that he'll 
get through this and play for us.” 


© recap Tide basketball signees from 
T= early period, Hobbs added three 
players, two high school and a junior 


college transfer, who are all at least 6-9. 
They are: Jeremy Hays, a 6-10, 220-pound 
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Get up-to-date information on foot- 
ball and recruiting with the "BAMA 
Foorsa.t Fax. Reports come three 
days a week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday) during football season, after 
practices in spring training, and 
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inside player from Boaz; Alfred Moss, a 6-9, 
215-pound center from Newnan, Georgia; 
and Ricky Poole, a 6-9, 190-pound wing 
player from Otero Junior College in 
Colorado, Poole is originally from Bessemer. 

Alabama's recruiting efforts now appear to 
be on inside players. The Tide is considered 
a long shot to land the nation's top junior 
college power forward, 6-8 Horatio Webster 
of Connors State in Oklahoma. Although he 
visited Alabama and Memphis, he was sav- 
ing his final visit for Mississippi State. His 
mother was quoted in a Jackson newspaper 
as saying she wanted her son to stay close to 
home. Home is Durant, Mississippi, and the 
closest college campus to Durant is 
Mississippi State. 

Another top junior college player who visit- 
ed Alabama is 6-8 center Demetrius 
Alexander of Hutchinson Community 
College in Kansas. One of Alexander’ junior 
college coaches was former Tider Darby Rich. 

Other junior college big men linked to 
Bama include Doug Beatty of New Mexico, 
Jermaine Stewart of South Florida, Jermaine 
Thomas of McLennan in Texas, and Rashod 
Tucker of Southeastern lowa. 

It is also believed that 6-5 forward Johnny 
Hemsley of Baltimore (Maryland) Southern 
may be considering the Tide, although 
Miami was thought to be the leader. 

Additionally, the rumor continues that 
Alabama has an opportunity to sign a center 
from Europe. However, that development 
may not occur before the beginning of class- 
es in the fall. 


‘omen’s basketball coach Rick 
Moody knows the benefit of 
V V signing the Junior College Player 


of the Year. Last year he signed Shalonda 
Enis from Trinity Valley in Texas, and Enis 
was a major reason for Alabama's great suc- 
cess this year. So Moody has once again 
signed the Junior College Player of the Year, 
signing 6-3 forward Latoya Caudle from 
Northwest Alabama State Community 
College in Phil Campbell. 

Originally from Madison, Caudle played 
prep ball at Bob Jones High School and first 
signed with Alabama two years ago, but did 
not qualify academically. Caudle led state ju- 
nior colleges in scoring with 22 points per 
game this season. She shot 59 percent from 
the field, 71 percent from the free throw line 
and scored 1,006 points in two seasons at 
Northwest. She also averaged 12 rebounds, 
two blocks and two steals per game. 

“We signed Latoya out of high school and 
we've followed her throughout her junior 
college career,” said Moody. “Since she’s 


been there, her team has participated in the 
national JUCO tournament, and we believe 
she possesses the same potential that she 
possessed out of high school. With the com- 
petition we can offer, she can be the type of 
player who can eventually contribute to our 
program.” 

In the early signing period, Moody added 
the state of Alabama's Miss Basketball, 
Nicole Carruth of Sulligent, and 5-11 for- 
ward Gretchen Carter of Decatur. 


he Alabama gymnastics coaching 

staff thought its job was done alter 

I the early signing period. The Tide 

signed a pair of the nation’s top prospects to 

fill the two scholarships that will be open 
next season. 

However, at the NCAA Convention in 
January, the limit on gymnastics scholar- 
ships was raised from 10 to 12, so the Bama 
staff went back to work. 

Coach Sarah Patterson has added a third 
signee in the late period, Becca Fields of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Fields, 4-10, has been competing in gym- 
nastics since age seven, and has led her 
Indianapolis School of Gymnastics to three 
state Level 10 championships from 1993-95. 
Individually, she was state Level 10 all- 
around champion in 1993 and runner-up in 
1992 and 1994, She is a member of the na- 
tional honor society. 

“Becca is out of the same mold as 
Meredith Willard,” coach Sarah Patterson 
said. “She has not competed at the national 
or international elite level, but she has 
tremendous amount of potential. We feel 
her best gymnastics are in front of her.” 

Heidi Harriman and Rachael Rochelli 
inked with Alabama during the early period. 


RecruitinG Notes: Men's basketball recruit- 
ing in the state of Mississippi is expected to 
be harder than ever. In addition to 
Mississippi State going to the Final Four, 
Ole Miss had a surprisingly good season. 
And of particular interest to those who fol- 
low basketball recruiting in Mississippi, note 
that Southern Miss has hired James Green as 
its new head coach. Green was formerly an 
assistant at Alabama and, more recently, at 
lowa State, and he has had great success re- 
cruiting Mississippi high school players for 
both programs. 

On the football front, May is an evaluation 
time for football coaches, Coaches have 10 
days in which to visit high schools to look at 
films of and talk to coaches and guidance 
counselors about upcoming seniors, 
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Baseball Notebook 


It’s A Very Good Year For The Tide 


labama Head Baseball Coach Jim 
Av considered his 1996 Crimson 

Tide team a continuation of the re- 
building process that got under way last 
year. Nevertheless, despite a bad week, it 
has been a very good year as Bama ap- 
proaches the stretch run of the Southeastern 
Conference season. 

Alabama was in second place and scheduled 
to go to LSU, the SEC Western Division lead- 
er, fora critical three-game series the weekend 
of April 26-28, and the Tide was not going in 
a good frame of mind. Prior to the previous 
weekend, Alabama had been the only SEC 
team to win every conference series. Bama 
had beaten each of its first six league foes in 
two games, lost one. However, when the SECs 
worst team came to Tuscaloosa, the Tide went 
into a swoon, losing the opener 3-1 and the 
second (which missed a SportsSouth telecast 
because the start was delayed by rain for four 
hours), 8-3. It marked the first time this year 
Bama had lost back-to-back games. The Tide 
had gone a school record 58 games without 
consecutive losses, Bama bats came alive to 
salvage the final game of the series, 9-5, and 
give Alabama a 31-14 mark and 13-8 SEC 
record, still in contention for the Western 
crown, the SEC Tournament, and NCAA 
Tournament play. 

In this so-called rebuilding year, going 
into the Ole Miss series Bama was ranked 
ninth by Baseball Weekly, 11th by Collegiate 
Baseball, and 12th by Baseball America. 

Alabama’s baseball team appeared in all 
four pre-season polls, ranking as high as 11th 
in College Sports. The Tide closed out the 
1995 season ranked in the top 15 in the three 
major polls. The Tide has been ranked by at 
least one poll every week since April 3, 1995. 

When Alabama defeated Alabama- 
Birmingham, 12-5, in Birmingham, it was 
Bama’s 30th win of the baseball season, giv- 
ing the Tide back-to-back 30-win seasons 
for the first time since 1991 and 1992. 
Alabama has never posted consecutive 40- 
win seasons, but has an opportunity to do 
so this year. And this Bama could be the first 
to win 40 games in regular season play. The 
Tide was 42-23 in 1995. 


labama's success is the result of some 

Aw good play by individuals. 
Among them are: 

Alabama's junior second baseman, Joe 


Caruso, tied a Bama baseball record when he 
slammed two home runs in one inning. 
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Caruso led off the fifth inning of a 17-6 
win over Alabama-Birmingham at Sewell- 
Thomas Field on April 10 with a home run 
that cleared the trees behind the left field 
fence. After the Tide 
batted around, Caru- 
so added a two-run. 
homer in his next at- 
bat, a shot over the 
scoreboard in left- 
center. 

He is only the sec- 
ond player in Tide 
] history to homer 

twice in one inning. 
On May 4, 1983, 
Frank Velleggia hit two home runs against 
Columbus College at Sewell-Thomas. The 
circumstances were similar with Velleggia 
leading off the eighth inning with a home 
run, then adding a two-run homer later in 
the inning. 

Earlier this year Caruso hit home runs in 
three consecutive games, a feat matched by 
only five previous Tide players, He has 
homered in back-to-back at-bats three times 
this year. 

Caruso holds the Alabama single season 
(10) and career (18) records for home runs 
by a second baseman. 

Alabama shortstop Brett Taft was named 
Southeastern Conference Baseball Player of 
the Week in the first week of April as he led 
the Tide to a 3-1 record, including a non- 
conference win over cross-state rival Auburn. 
and an SEC series win at Kentucky. 

In the four games Tat posted a .533 (8 for 
15) batting average with four runs scored, 
one home run and four runs batted in. In 
the Kentucky series he hit .583 (7 for 12) 
with four runs scored, one home run and 
four RBI. Taft also became Alabama's all- 
time career assist record-holder earlier this 
season. 

The Hueytown native missed 12 games 
early in the season alter breaking a finger on 
his left hand, 

A number of Tiders have had long hitting 
streaks this year, led by catcher Dax Norris 
with a 20-game hitting streak in February 
and March. First baseman Chris Moller had 
13-game hitting streak and Taft and 10-game 
run. 

Pitcher Joel Colgrove is at his best against 
the best. In his career he has had eight starts 
against ranked teams and Alabama has won 
all eight games with Colgrove getting the de- 


‘Joe Caruso 


cision in six of those, including three this 
year. His three wins against ranked teams in 
1996 have been against conference competi- 
tion, Florida, Tennessee and Mississippi State. 

Junior Corey Spiers has gotten the job 
done for Alabama on the mound and at the 
plate for Bama this year. He ranks among 
Bama leaders in hitting and in pitching. 
When he's not pitching Spiers plays in the 
outfield. Although he started out the season 
as an outfielder/relief pitcher, his effective- 
ness moved him into the starting rotation. 
As a batter he has several game-winning hits 
and has stayed around the .300 mark 
throughout the year, 

Skip Ames has been an effective closer for 
the Tide with a 0.32 earned run average 
through April 19 with a 1-0 record and eight 
saves. The long reliever, Tim Young, has a 5- 
3 record with a 2.56 ERA and two saves. 


ickets for the 1996 SEC Baseball 
| Tournament to be played at the 
Hoover Metropolitan Stadium in 
Birmingham May 15-19 are available by call- 
ing 1-800-277-1700. Tournament books are 
$50 (box seats) and $35 (general admission) 
for the 13 games to be played over five days. 
The top three teams from the Eastern and 
Western Divisions plus the two teams with 
the next best records will qualify for the 
tournament. 

Additionally, Alabama will host Auburn in 
one of its three home series games at the 
Hoover Met on May 11. Tickets are $5 for 
adults and $3 for children and may be or- 
dered by calling 1-800-277-1700 (or in 
Birmingham 715-6000). 

Crimson Tide baseball fans have showed 
up in droves this year at Sewell-Thomas. 
Alabama has broken its single game atten- 
dance mark six times this year, with the cur- 
rent record 3,288 on April 13, That standing 
room only sell-out record will almost cer- 
tainly fall when the Tide hosts Auburn in 
games May 10 and May 12. That's because 
an additional 2,000 seats are expected to be 
in place down the right field line. 

Bama also set a series attendance record 
against Mississippi State with 8,295 paying 
to see the three games. It was the filth time 
this season the series mark has been topped, 

Alabama set a single season attendance 
record early in April and over 40,000 have 
now seen the Tide play in 1996. The old 
record was 24,668 last year. 

-Kirk McNair 
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Olympic Scene: 


University Facilities Will Get Work Out 


by Donna Fromme and Andrew Varble III 


Past and present Tide athletes will be in Olympics and others will train in Tuscaloosa 


he 1996 Olympic Games will be in 

I Atlanta, where some two million 

tourists will join the three million 

residents on the freeways, but the Games 

spread to other areas. For instance, 

Birmingham will host much of the soccer 
competition. 

And The University of Alabama will be in- 
volved in a several ways. A number of cur- 
rent and former Tiders will represent vari- 
ous countries in this year’s competition. And 
several teams will take advantage of the fa- 
cilities at The Capstone for training. 

It has already been announced that former 
Tide swimming star Jon Olsen will represent 
the United States in 
the most prestigious 
event, the freestyle 
sprints. Olsen was the 
top qualifier at the 
U.S. Olympic Trials. 
Current Bama fresh- 
man swim star Rania 
Elwani, who earned 
All-America in both 
the 50- and 100-yard 
freestyle events at the 
NCAA Championships, will represent Egypt 
in this summer's Olympics. 

Andrew Owusu, the national champion in 
the long jump at this year’s NCAA Indoor 
Track and Field Championships, will repre- 
sent Ghana in the long jump and triple 
jump. A number of track and field perform- 
ers for the Tide are expected to represent 
various countries at the Atlanta Games. 

Niesa Johnson, the two-time All-America 
who led the Alabama women’s basketball 


Rania Elwani 


Former Alabama basketball All-America Niesa 
Johnson is getting an opportunity to make the 
United States Olympic Team. Johnson was to be 
in tials in late April as the U.S. National Team. 
seeks to add at least one guard to the squad. 
The United States Olympic Team will be select- 
ed from the U.S. National Team. 

University of Alabama Photo 
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Don Gambril 


team to the 1994 NCAA Final Four, has been 
given a second chance at making the 1996 
United States basketball team. 

Johnson is one of six guards invited to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, in late April. 
She has been told that at least one of those 
players, and possibly as many as three, will 
be selected to the United States women’s na- 
tional team, from which the Olympic team 
will be selected. 

“I'm extremely excited,” said Johnson, She 
was invited to the U.S. Olympic Trials last 
June, but was picked for the USA Select team 
rather than the National Team, which is heav- 
ily laden with proven professional players. 
“Its a second chance,” Johnson said. “In the 
first go-around, I didn’t have a lot of luck.” 

Johnson said that during the past few 
months she has seen the National Team play 
several times and relishes the opportunity of 
possibly joining the squad. 

“I'm far more aware of their system now 
than I was a year ago when I tried out,” said 
the Clinton, Mississippi, native who was a 
perennial All-Southeastern Conference pick 
and was one of five finalists for the Naismith 
Award as the nation’s finest player in her se- 
nior year. “They have outstanding post play. 1 
think everyone who has played them has fig- 
ured out how good their post play is. But 
from what I've been told and from what I've 
seen, they are looking for a guard to get the 
ball to the post. And when the defense col- 
lapses, they need someone to get those 
threes. I've never been shy about firing up the 
three, so that’s fine with me. I like their sys- 
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tem and the role they are looking for. They 
are in need of a replacement guard, someone 
who goes into the game as the two guard and 
who can then release the point guard and 
take over at point. I've done that on every 
team I've ever played on.” 

After spending her previous three summers 
on USA national teams, Johnson decided not 
to play on the Select Team last July. Instead, 
she began a professional career. She signed 
with Faenza, Italy, and averaged 24 points per 
game there last fall. Since then she has been 
working for NIKE, making national appear- 
ances and working clinics and three-on-three 
competitions. She has also been running and 
working out as she awaits the start of 
women's professional basketball in the United 
States. She even made arrangements to get 
some weight room training under her former 
Alabama strength coach, Terry Jones, before 
reporting to Colorado Springs. 

Last winter Johnson was one of 30 
American women's players notified that she 
would be a draft choice for the new women’s 
American Basketball League, which begins 
play in 1997. That meant that she would not 
have to try out at the league's trials in Atlanta 
in May. 


he University Aquatic Center is set up 

l for competition in yards during the 

collegiate season, but the pool is 50 

meters long, the configuration for Olympics 

events, and so it is not surprising that a num- 

ber of teams have planned to train at 
Alabama. 

Another reason Alabama is well-known to 
Olympic swim teams is Crimson Tide 
Assistant Athletics Director Don Gambril. 
Gambril, formerly Alabama's head swimming 
coach, was coach of the United States 
Swimming Team at the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles, has had swimmers in nine consecu- 
tive Games and has attended eight Olympics. 
His reputation is world-wide. 

In fact, the first team to make an appear- 
ance in Tuscaloosa to train was a group of 
two men and two women and their manager 
and coach from Iceland, and they came to 
Alabama because of Gambril. The group had 
planned to train in Atlanta, but the facility 
was not adequate, so Manager Arnar 
Birgisson called Gambril, who arranged for 
the Icelandic swimmers to train in Alabama's 
pool. 

One of the swimmers, 19-year-old Sigurgeir 
Hreggvidsson, whose specialty is the 1,500 
freestyle, said that he is considering attending 
Alabama to swim. 

While the Icelandic athletes training in 
Tuscaloosa was happenstance of a sort, most 


Jonty Skinner 


of those who will train at The University will 
do so because of a concentrated effort by 
Gambril to attract some teams. He began 
making contacts almost four years ago at the 
1992 Games in Barcelona, Spain. 

Almost the entire Belgian team will train in 
Tuscaloosa in July. The exceptions are the 
Belgian equestrian and velodrome teams. 
(Tuscaloosa probably has some fields where 
an equestrian course could be set up, but 
there is no velodrome, which is a high- 
banked cycling arena.) 

In addition to swimming, diving, and track 
and field training (which will be done at Sam 
Bailey Track and Field Stadium), the Belgians 
have a highly-regarded judo team, an event in 
which a Gold Medal is possible. The judo 
team will train at the University Recreation 
Center, 

The Japanese swim team will be in 
Tuscaloosa from June until the middle of July 
and the Swiss swimming team will also train 
at The University. 

Former Tide swimming star Jonty Skinner, 
who succeeded Gambril as Bama head coach 
and who is now coach of the United States 
National Resident Team in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, will have five members of his team 
that made the United States team in 
Tuscaloosa. Olsen will be among those. 

Additionally, the United States and Russia 
will have their water polo teams in 
Tuscaloosa for pre-Olympic workouts. While 
most of their time will be spent in practice 
and training, they are expected to compete in 
exhibition matches in July. 
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Athletics Director Search 

Dr. Andrew Sorensen, who will become 
president of The University this summer, is 
reportedly already on the job in some re- 
spects. Sorensen, who will replace Dr. Roger 
Sayers, is rumored to have begun prelimi- 
nary work to find a new athletics director. 
Dr. Glen Tuckett, the retired athletics direc- 
tor from Brigham Young, is serving as 
Bama’s athletics director on an interim 
basis. 

Sorensen, currently provost (number two 
man) at the University of Florida, has said 
that his two most important appointments 
are provost and athletics director. 

Sorensen has reportedly spoken with a 
number of influential Alabama alumni, in- 
cluding some members of the Board of 
Trustees, regarding the appointment. 

While Tuckett, who was appointed with 
the understanding that he would not be the 
permanent replacement for Hootie Ingram, 
has said he expects to serve through this 
football season, there is a possibility a new 
athletics director will be in place before the 
start of the 1996 season. 

“I believe firmly that the athletics director 
ought to do the hiring and firing of coaches, 
so that makes choosing an athletics director 
terribly important,” Sorensen said. “I won't 
be involved in hiring a coach.” 

Sorensen said he has received much unso- 
licited advice on who should be appointed 
athletics director. The names most frequent- 
ly mentioned for the post are current Bama 
Assistant Athletics Director Mal Moore, 
Southeastern Conference Executive 
Associate Commissioner Mark Womack 
(both graduates of The University), and 
Southern Conference Commissioner Wright 
Waters. 


Stadium Work Positive 

The news going into the summer is good 
regarding Bryant-Denny Stadium. Alabama 
was unable to have a spring football game 
because of work going on to replace some 
10,000 feet of pipe under the turf, The pipe 
is part of the Prescription Athletic Turf sys- 
tem whereby water is taken from below a 
flat, natural grass field and pumped away. 
That process is now on schedule to be com- 
pleted in plenty of time for soil to be 
replaced and turf planted and the field ready 
when the team returns for practice in 
August, 

An earlier concern about construction, 
which is adding skyboxes and a total of 
13,000 seats to the East side of the stadium, 
has been abated. Bids are now in order and 
work is progressing and officials believe the 
addition will be completed in time for the 
1997 football season. Capacity at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium will then be approximately 
83.000, 
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The Draft 

It is unusual for the National Football 
League to have a draft and no Alabama play- 
er receive a first round call. Not only was no 
Tider selected in the first round of this year's 
draft, there was no Bama name called in the 
second round, 

As expected, Tide defensive tackle 
Shannon Brown was the first Alabama senior 
picked, going in the third round to Atlanta. 

Defensive end Kendrick Burton was cho- 
sen in the fourth round by Houston. In a 
surprise, cornerback Brad Ford, who lost his 
job to freshman Fernando Bryant last sea- 
son, was a fourth-round choice of Detroit. 

Other Bama seniors drafted were tight end 
Tony Johnson by Philadelphia and wide re- 
ceiver Toderick Malone by New Orleans, 
both in the sixth round. 

Not drafted but expected to be in camps as 
free agents are wide receivers Curtis Brown 
and Chad Key, defensive linemen Matt 
Parker and Elverett Brown, linebacker John 
Walters, and placekicker Michael Proctor. 


Final Rankings 

Because basketball has a national champi- 
onship, final rankings do not mean a great 
deal. And the Sagarin computer rankings 
tarely mean much to anyone at any time. 
Nevertheless, Sagarin did have final rank- 
ings after Kentucky had defeated 
Massachusetts for the national champi- 
onship. Those two finished one-two, but the 
other Final Four participants, Syracuse (7) 
and Mississippi State (11) could complain 
about the computer finish. 

Alabama finished 59th, behind the likes of 
South Carolina (SOth) and Illinois (45th), 
two teams the Tide defeated on the road to 
advance to the semifinals of the National 
Invitation Tournament. 


Suspension Lifted 

Alabama Volleyball Coach Dorothy 
Franco-Reed has been reinstated after being 
temporarily relieved of her duties in mid- 
March for a review of the program. 

On April 15, The University issued this 
statement: 

“Alter a thorough review of the program, 
Glen Tuckett, director of athletics, has an- 
nounced that Dorothy Reed will continue to 
serve as the women's volleyball coach at The 
University of Alabama. The current coach- 
ing staff will remain intact.” 

Franco-Reed was temporarily relieved on 
March 15 before her team left for a road trip 
for a non-traditional-season match at 
Georgia. Her husband, Tom Reed, who is as- 
sociate coach, also did not make the trip. 
The team was under the direction of 
Assistant Coach Orlando Valle. 

Although the reason for the suspension 
was never announced, Tuckett had said it 


was due to “internal problems regarding 
team members” and emphasized that the 
matter did not involve any possible NCAA 
violations, Sources in the department said 
that volleyball players had complained to 
Tuckett that Franco-Reed is too demanding 
and verbally abusive. 

Franco-Reed, a former volleyball and bas- 
ketball player at Alabama, has compiled a 
114-130 record in seven seasons at Alabama. 
The program had been discontinued alter 
her playing career and she has revived it. 


NCAA Record. 

When Alabama won the NCAA Central 
Regional Gymnastics Tournament in Baton 
Rouge in mid-April, the Tide of Coach Sarah 
Patterson did so with a school record score 
of 198.075, Because regional scores are con- 
sidered part of the NCAA Championship 
Meet, it also became an NCAA 
Championship record. Bama’s regional 
championship was its 10th in a row and 
earned the Tide the number one seed in the 
NCAA Championships, which were sched- 
uled April 25-27 in Coleman Coliseum. 

Bama scored a season-high 49.55 on vault, 
a 49.55 that was a school record on uneven 
bars, 49.4 on balance beam, and finished 
with a school record 49.575 on floor exer- 
cise to get the school record total score. Kim 
Kelly scored a perfect 10 in floor exercise, 
performing to the music of “Yea, Alabama” 
and “Sweet Home, Alabama.” Kelly won the 
all-around title with a 39.75, which tied her 
career (and school) best. Kelly won on vault 
and floor exercise, tied teammates Meredith 
Willard and Stephanie Woods for first place 
on balance beam, and tied for third on un- 
even bars. 

Willard and Woods tied for first on un- 
even bars. 


SEC’s Best Academically 

In addition to grabbing the number one 
seed for the National Championships, the 
Alabama gymnastics team dominated the 
Academic All-SEC Team with seven per- 
formers named to the honor roll. 

Seniors Kim Kelly and Marna Neubauer 
and junior Meredith Willard each made their 
second appearances on the academic squad, 
while all four of Alabama's sophomores— 
Merritt Booth, Danielle McAdams, Shay 
Murphy and Heather Nasser-made the list. 


Coaches Added 

Alabama Head Soccer Coach Don Staley 
has added Melissa Mitchell and Mike Jarosi 
to his staff for 1996. Mitchell, who was 
graduated from Massachusetts last year, was 
a player for Staley at Radford University in 
Virginia before transferring. She was captain 
of the Massachusetts team that went to the 
NCAA Tournament two years. She also 
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played in professional soccer leagues in 
Finland and Massachusetts. 

Jarosi played on three Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship teams and the 
1989 national championship team at 
Virginia, where he was graduated in 1990. 
He was selected to the United States 
National Team and competed internationally 
from 1983 through 1989. 


Golfers Honored 

Four members of the Alabama women’s 
golf team have been named to the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll, 

Senior Meg Lindsey, junior Johanna Sward 
and sophomores Stacy Buersmeyer and Julie 
Pelchar represent the Crimson Tide. 


Deason Ranked High 

Junior Tide golfer Chip Deason ranked 
20th in the nation in scoring average 
(72.87) in the late April national rankings 
released by GolfStat, Deason ranks seventh 
in the SEC. He was second team All-SEC as 
a sophomore. 

Deason had his best round of the year in 
Bama’s final regular season match as he fired 
a six-under-par 210 to finish second in the 
Billy Hitchcock Invitational. His 68 was the 
best score of the final day of play. 


SEC Championships 

Alabama will host the 1996 SEC Men's 
Golf Championships May 10-12 at 
Birmingham's Old Overton Golf Course. The 
course was designed in part by former Bama 
golf star Jerry Pate. 


At The Masters 

Jerry Pate no longer plays a great deal of 
competitive golf on the PGA circuit, but the 
former United States Open Champion has 
become one of the most respected golf an- 
nouncers. This year Pate moved from ABC 
to CBS, which gave him an opportunity to 
report on the Masters. Pate was the com- 
mentator at the 14th hole. 

Another former Bama golfer, Steve Lowery, 
played in the Masters for the second time 
and made the cut. 


Track Qualifiers 

Alabama outdoor track and field perform- 
ers like the home turf. In two meets at Sam 
Bailey Track and Field Stadium this spring, 
Bama has had five performers achieve provi- 
sional qualifying marks for the NCAA 
Championships. 

On the men's side, Mats Nilsson threw the 
javelin 235, while on the women's side 
Donna Cargill had a 2:07.33 clocking in the 
800 meters and Carmetia Mackey had a 
:53.21 time in the 400 meters in the 
Alabama Relays on March 23. In the 
Crimson Classic on April 14, in the 400- 
meter hurdles, Hilary Stiefelmeyer had a 
:59.21 time and Brandi Nunez had a :59.72 
mark, 

Nilsson’s javelin mark is the best in the 
SEC this year. 
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In another meet, distance runner Jessica 
Fry ran a provisional qualifying time of 
16:45.69 in the 5,000 meters. 


Scholar-Athlete Award 

When Bama defensive tackle Shannon 
Brown was honored as one of the nation’s 
top scholar-athletes, being named to the 
1995 Hitachi/CFA Scholar-Athlete Team, 
Brown's former high school was a beneficia- 
ty. Hitachi awarded $1,000 to the high 
schools which produced the 24 national 
honorees. Brown is a graduate of Stanhope 
Elmore in Millbrook. 


Scholar Swimmer 

Alabama swimmer Amy DeVasher has 
been named one of the 19 finalists for the 
National Association of Collegiate Directors 
of Athletics Preseason Games Scholar- 
Athlete Awards. 

The senior, who prepped at Tuscaloosa 
Central High School, earned honorable 
mention All-America honors this year as a 
member of the 200-yard and 400-yard 
freestyle relay teams, which finished 11th 
and 14th at the NCAA Championships. She 
was also named to the Academic All-SEC 
Team for the third consecutive year. 

The final 10 winners of the awards, which 
represent all sports other than football, will 
be announced the week of May 20. 


Director Leaving 

Alabama is losing its athletics marketing 
and promotions director to The University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga. Wade Howell, 
who originated such home basketball game 
promotions as “The Best Seat in the House,” 
the Team Pedigree halftime dog races, and 
the corporate mascot game, was to work 
through the NCAA Women’s Gymnastics 
Championships the final weekend in April 
before taking the same position at 
Chattanooga. He has been the Tide's promo- 
tions director since 1993, 


Press Guide Honor 

The Alabama women's basketball media 
guide, written and designed by Associate 
Sports Information Director and 
Publications Director Becky Hopf, placed 
second in the nation in the College Sports 
Information Directors of America publica- 
tions contest. The press guide placed first in 
the district. It is the 14th national award 
Hopf has won for her Crimson Tide publica- 
tions since joining Alabama's staff in 1987. 


Coaches Vs. Cancer 

Although it didn’t get a lot of attention, 
Alabama Head Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs was one of many coaches around the 
country involved in the “Coaches Against 
Cancer Three-Point Attack.” The promotion 
was designed to have fans make pledges of 
donations to the American Cancer Society 
based on the number of three-point goals 
scored by the team. 

Alabama broke the school record for three- 


pointers in a season with 255 and early tal- 
lies indicate each shot was good for about 
$10 donated to cancer prevention research, 

The Tide ranked 18th nationally in three- 
pointers per game at 8.0, 

Senior-to-be Eric Washington broke the SEC 
record for three-pointers in a season with 113. 
The previous record of 103.was held by Scotty 
Thurman of Arkansas. Washington hit seven 
of those in an NIT victory at Illinois, which is 
a record for an Alabama player in a post-sea- 
son tournament game, 


Commemorative Balls 

Six of the finest offensive linemen in 
Alabama football history have signed a series 
of 323 footballs to be sold for $323 each 
(symbolizing the number of lifetime victo- 
ries coached by the late Paul Bryant) with 
proceeds going to the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum. Signing the balls were Paul Crane, 
John Hannah, Vaughn Mancha, Billy 
Neighbors, Fred Sington and Dwight 
Stephenson. Fans wishing to order should 
call 1-800-353-2262. 

The first edition of the signature balls, by 
quarterbacks Jay Barker, Harry Gilmer, Joe 
Namath, Kenny Stabler, Steve Sloan and Bart 
Starr, sold out quickly. 

In future years the museum is expected to 
have balls by famous former linebackers, de- 
fensive linemen, receivers, defensive backs, 
running backs and kickers. 


Radio Moves 

The Alabama Sports Network, which owns 
the rights to Alabama radio broadcasts in 
football and basketball, will change spots on 
the dial in Tuscaloosa, Birmingham and 
Montgomery (and perhaps some other 
cities) beginning this fall. The Grant Radio 
Group, which includes AM and FM stations 
in Tuscaloosa, has taken over as the flagship, 
replacing WJOX in Birmingham, which will 
no longer have the broadcasts. 

One of the Grant stations, WSPZ in 
Tuscaloosa, is an all-sports format station 
which has broadcast Bama baseball and 
women's basketball for several years. 

WJOX will now carry Auburn games in 
Birmingham, while Alabama games will be 
on WLWI in Montgomery, which is the 
longtime Auburn flagship station. 

The changes do not affect the announcers, 
who are expected to continue to be Eli Gold 
as play-by-play man for football and basket- 
ball with Doug Layton and Jerry Duncan as 
color men for football, Tom Roberts as color 
man for basketball. 


Golf Camp Correction 

In the April issue of "BAMA a story on the 
various camps offered through The 
University had incorrect information on the 
Crimson Tide Golf Academy. Head Men's 
Coach Dick Spybey will have two sessions in 
Tuscaloosa, June 9-13 and June 16-20. For 
information write Crimson Tide Golf 
Academy, P.O. Box 40405, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35404. 
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1996 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Opp. 


Olive Garden Classic @ Kissimmee, Florida 
7 Georgia Tech (SS) 
10 Wake Forest 

6 North Carolina 


‘Centenary 
Centenary 
Centenary 
Middle Tennessee 
@ Northeast Louisiana 
@ Northeast Louisiana 
@ Northeast Louisiana 
Radford 
Radford 
UNC-Greensboro 
UNC-Greensboro 
UNC-Greensboro 
@ Samford 
@ Georgia 
@ Georgia 
@ Georgia (12 innings) 
Murray State 
Murray State 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Eastern Kentucky 
Eastern Kentucky (10 inn.) 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
@ South Alabama 
@ Vanderbilt 
@ Vanderbilt 
@ Vanderbilt 
Auburn @ Montgomery 
@ Kentucky 
@ Kentucky (SS) 
@ Kentucky 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Mississippi State 
Mississippi State 
Mississippi State 
@ Alabama-Birmingham 
Ole Miss 
Ole Miss (SS) 
Ole Miss 
Birmingham-Southern —_7:00 
Samford 7:00 
@LsU 7:00 
@1SU 2:00 
@LSU 2:00 
@ Arkansas 7:00 
@ Arkansas 2:00 
@ Arkansas 2:00 
Auburn 7:00 
Auburn @ Hoover 7:00 
Auburn 2:00 

SEC Baseball Tournament 

May 15-19 @ Hoover 

NCAA Regionals 
May 23-26 TBA 
College World Series 
@ Omaha, Nebraska 
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April 22 
April 24 
April 26 
April 27 
April 28 
May 3 
May 4 
May 5 
May 10 
May 11 
May 12 


May 31- 
June 8 


Times are central SS-SportsSouth 
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Men’s Tennis 
IA Opponent 
Troy State 
Georgia State 0 
SEC ys. Big Ten Challenge @ Chicago 
Northwestern 
Michigan State 


Opp. 
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Miami 
Samford 
Southern Miss 
South Carolina 
@LsU 
Kentucky 
Blue-Gray Championships @ Montgomery 
Tulane 

Ole Miss 
New Mexico 
Florida State 
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@ Mississippi State 
@ Ole Miss 

@ Arkansas 

@ Tennessee 

@ Alabama-Birmingham 
Georgia 

@Avubum 

Florida 

Vanderbilt 

SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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April 25- 
April 28 


Times are central 


Men's Golf 
Date Event 
Feb. 10-11 — Gator Intercollegiate 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 7th of 15 teams 
March 1-3 _Imperial Lakes Intercollegiate 
@ Lakeland, Fla. 8th of 21 teams 
March 22-24 Southeastern Intercollegiate 
@ Montgomery Lagoon Park — 10th of 18 
March 29-31 Carpet Capital Collegiate 
@ Dalton, Ga. 10th of 15 teams 


Finish 


April 19-21 "Billy Hitchcock Intercollegiate 
@Avbum 2nd of 12 teams 
May 10-12 SEC Championships 
@ Birmingham (Old Overton) 
May 16-18 NCAA East Regional @ TBA 
May 28- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Chattanooga 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 

@ Auburn 5th 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
April 6 Georgia Invitate @ Athens 
April 13 Crimson Classic 
April 20 Mt SAC Relays @ Walnut, Cal. 
April 20 LSU Alumni Gold 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 26-27 Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Aubum 
May 16-18 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Eugene, Ore. 


Women’s Tennis 
Opponent Opp. 
@ Georgia Invitational 
Georgia Tech 

South Alabama 

@ Indiana 

@ Notre Dame 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Auburn 


UA 
Jan. 26-29 


Kansas 

@ South Carolina 
@ Clemson 

@ Tennessee 

@ Vanderbilt 

Ole Miss 

Florida International 
@ Miami 
@Miami 

@ Florida 
Kentucky 
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@ Arkansas 
SEC Championships 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Tallahassee, Fla. 


April 25- 
April 28 
May 10- 
May 19 


Times are central 


Women's Golf 

Date Event 
March 1-3 Lady Gator Invitational 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 10th of 13 teams 
March 15-17 Fairwood Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 7th of 18 teams 
March 22-24 Lady Gamecock 

@ Columbia, S.C. 10th of 17 teams 
April 12-14 Liz Murphy Invitational 

@ Athens, Ga. 16th of 22 teams 
April 19-21 SEC Championships 

@ Knoxville, Tenn. 10th of 12 teams 


Finish 


Women’s Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
March 16 Springtime Invitational 

@ Auburn 3rd 
March 22-24 Alabama Relays 
April 6 Georgia Invitate @ Athens 
April 13 Crimson Classic 
April 20 Mt SAC Relays @ Walnut, Cal. 
April 20 LSU Alumni Gold 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 26-27 Drake Relays @ Des Moines 
May 5 Alabama Intercollegiate 

@ Auburn 
May 16-18 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June @ Eugene, Ore. 
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COLLEGIATE COLLECTABLES PRESENTS... 


Denny Chimes 
W 6%" x H 10" x D 61/2" 


Univ. of Ala. Sign 
W 79a" x H 19/a" x D 21/0" 


HE COLLEGIATE EXPERI- 

ENCE embodies much more 

than just a college educa- 

tion. It produces a personal 
relationship with and love for an insti- 
tution that forever becomes a part of 
one’s life, 

Each Collegiate Collectable is metic- 
ulously designed and crafted with that 
lifetime collegiate pride in mind. Ex- 
treme care is given to insure high qual- 
ity standards are met.and to protect 
the value and collectability of each 
piece. 

Each handpainted Collegiate Callec- 
table, strictly limited in issue size, is in- 
dividually numbered and hand-in- 
spected for quality, workmanship and 
verification of production number as- 
signment. Individual pieces are pro- 
duced only during the year of isstiance 
after which production ts halted and 
the molds destroyed. 

In addition, each Collegiate Collec- 
table is.officially licensed and autho- 
rized by the University. af Alabama. 
Revenues generated by licensed prod- 
ucts assist the university in carrying 
out its education mission through 
scholarships and academic programs. 
©1995 Collegiate Collectables 
P.O. Drawer 360207 Birmingham, AL 35236 


1995 Alabama Collection Release 


The President’s Mansion is Collegiate Col- 
lectable’s 1995 release for the Alabama 
Collection. This building, built in 1841, was 
one of only four campus buildings to sur- 
vive when Union troops raided the Univer- 
sity in April 1865 and stands today as a 
symbol of the University’s heritage. This 
piece is a perfect complement to Colle- 
giate Collectable’s 1994 initial Alabama 
Collection release, Denny Chimes, The 
issue size of the President’s Mansion is 
strictly limited to 5000 pieces. 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


University of Alabama Sign 


President's Mansion 
Ww9"xH7"xD9"/2" 


THE ALABAMA COLLECTION 
1995 Release 


The President's Mansion 
Issue Size: 5000 

1994 Release 

Denny Chimes 

Issue Size: 3000 

(limited number available) 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


$69.95 


$69.95 


University of Alabama Sign $24.95. 
To Order: 
1-800-750-4567 


Monday - Friday 8a.m.-5p.m. OT 


Also available at selected retail outlets. 
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| Bama Magazine has 
| been giving Alabama 
| fans therinside story” 
/ oryall aspects of 

Crimson Tide Foot: 


the story. We profile the stars and 
eee coaches, and even th 
( * yesteryear as we remember Alal 


/ A subscription brings youn1@ full-color 
= magazines and 14 newsletters 
mailed first class. We 

don’t stop with football ” 
"season, either. Keep up} 
with all Alabama sports, 
August through May’, 
"Great gift idea, 6or , 
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PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR | 
(24 ISSUES) OF ‘BAMA FOR 
ONLY $35.00 
Total amount enclosed $__ for __ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
Payment Enclosed ___ Mastercard __Visa_ 
Bank Cardi Exp. Date 
Signature 
PLEASE PRINT 
To: (same) 
(aderess 
a CC ——— 
Daytime Phone Number New Subscription __Renewal_ 
a nis Is A Gir, 
Gift From: fname), 


(Address) 
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